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IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC

AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

ON THE SUB-REGIONAL MARINE OIL POLLUTION CONTINGENCY PLAN
pursuant to the Protocol concerning Cooperation in Preventing Pollution from
Ships and, in Cases of Emergency, Combating pollution of the Mediterranean
Sea to the Barcelona Convention.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC, THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE OF
ISRAEL

Being represented respectively for the purposes of this Implementation
Agreement by the Alternate Minister of Environment and Energy of the
Government of the Hellenic Republic, the Minister of Agriculture, Rural
Development and Environment of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus
and the Minister of Environmental Protection of the Government of the State
of Israel

Hereinafier referred to as the “Parties”

Being Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the
Coastal Region of the Mediterranean, adopted in 1976 and amended and renamed in
1995 (hereinafter referred to as the Barcelona Convention), and to its Protocol
concerning Co-operation in Preventing Pollution from Ships and, in case of
Emergency, Combating Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea, adopted in 2002 and
replacing the related Protocol of 1976 (hereinafter referred to as the Prevention and
Emergency Protocol);

Taking note of the “Joint Declaration of Intent on Cooperation in the Field of
Environmental Protection” signed on 6 April 2016 by their respective Ministers
responsible for the environment, which identifies in particular preparedness for and
response to major marine pollution incidents in the Mediterranean, resulting from
ships, offshore hydrocarbon (ol and gas) exploration and exploitation activities and
hydrocarbon pipelines as the first priority area in which the three countries intend to
advance their cooperation;

Recognizing that the Mediterranean in general, and its eastern part in particular,
being a major route for transporting oil and the area of ever more intensive offshore oil
and gas exploration and exploitation activities and development of pipelines, are
exposed to increasingly high risk of marine oil pollution, thus necessitating constant
efforts in organizing and preparing response to marine oil pollution incidents at
national, sub-regional and regional levels;

Considering that bilateral and multilateral sub-regional agreements, specifying in
advance operational arrangements, administrative and logistic requirements and
financial conditions for cooperation in cases of emergency, are necessary for a prompt
and efficient response to marine pollution incidents at sub-regional level;

Noting that the existence of national capabilities for responding to marine oil pollution
incidents, including national contingency plans, poliution response equipment and
trained personnel, is an indispensable prerequisite for the efficient regional
cooperation and mutual assistance;
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Acknowledging that in the event of a marine cil pollution incident, prompt and
effective action is essential in order to minimise the damage which may result from
such an incident;

Bearing in mind Article 9 of the Barcelona Convention and Aricle 4(1) of the
Prevention and Emergency Protocol which infer alia stipulates that "Parties shall
endeavour to maintain and promote, either individually or through bilateral or
muitilateral cooperation, contingency plans and other means of preventing and
combating pollution incidents";

Bearing in mind Article 17 of the Prevention and Emergency Protocol conceming

bilateral or multilateral sub-regional agreements for preparedness for and response
to pollution incidents;

Acknowledging the positive role that the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency
Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (hereinafter referred to as REMPEC) in
its capacity of the Regional Centre as defined in Adicle 1 of the Prevention and
Emergency Protocol plays in promoting regional and sub-regional cooperation in
preparedness for and response to marine pollution incidents in the Mediterranean
region;

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article 1

Objective

1. The Parties agree to adopt, within the framework of the Barcelona Convention
and its Prevention and Emergency Protocol, a SUB-REGIONAL MARINE OIL
POLLUTION CONTINGENCY PLAN, between them including its Annexes,
(hereinafter referred to as "the Plan”, which is attached to this Implementation
Agreement and forms an integral part thereof) as a mechanism for mutual assistance
and cooperation in responding to major marine oil pollution incidents affecting or
likely to affect their respective territorial sea, coasts and related interests;

2. The Parties agree to use their best endeavours to render assistance to any
Party to this Implementation Agreement which might request assistance in case of
marine oil pollution incident, bearing in mind that nothing in the Plan precludes the
right of a Party, whose territorial sea or related interests are likely to be affected, to
request assistance from other States or Organizations;
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Article 2

Designated Authorities

The Parties agree to designate the following authorities as their respective national
authorities responsible for the implementation of the Plan and its amendments, as
well as for ensuring compatibility of the Plan with their respective National
Continigency Plans:

for the Hellenic Republic: Marine Environment Protection Directorate,
Hellenic Coast Guard,
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Insular
Policy

for the Republic of Cyprus: Department of Fisheries and Marine
Research

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development
and Environment

for the State of lsrael: Marine Environment Protection Division,
Ministry of Environmental Protection

Article 3
Accession to the Implementation Agreement by other Parties
Other Parties to the Barcelona Convention and its Prevention and Emergency

Protocol, in the sub-region, may join this Implementation Agreement subject to the
written consent of the Parties to the Implementation Agreement;

Article 4
Obligations of the Parties arising from Membership to the European Union
The present Implementation Agreement does not affect rights and obligations of the

Parties that are Member States of the European Union arising from their
membership thereto;
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Article 5

Entry into effect of the Implementation Agreement

The present Implementation Agreement shall be subject to approval or ratification by
each Party, as required in accordance with its relevant internal procedures. The
Implementation Agreement and the Plan shall be effeciive and enter into effect thirty
days after the date of the deposit of the third instrument of approval or ratification, or
of a letter of notification to the Depositary informing that the relevant internal
procedures have been accomplished;

Article 6
Depositary of the Implementation Agreement

The Government of Cyprus shall be the Depositary of this Implementation
Agreement and modifications thereto;

Article 7

Modifications to the Implementation Agreement

1. The present Implementation Agreement may be medified upon request made
by any Party by mutual written consent of all three Parties;

2. Any such modifications as well as any modifications or revisions to the Plan,
except those referred to in Section 6.6 of the Plan, shall be effective and enter into
effect according to the procedure set forth in Article 5 of the present Implementation
Agreement;

Article 8

Motifications

Each Party shall notify REMPEC of its approval, entry into effect or ratification of this
Implementation Agreement or any subsequent modifications thereto, in conformity
with Article 7.3 of the Protocol concerning Cooparation in Preventing Pollution
from Ships and, in Cases of Emergency Combating pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea to the Barcelona Convention.
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DONE AT Nicosia, on this 8" day of May 2018, which corresponds to the 23" of
IYYAR, 5778, in the Hebrew Calendar, in three original copies in the English
language.

the th:-nﬂ;-]ic of Cyprus the State of Israel

IS I W |

For the Gmramgrl':ﬁﬁia'd, For the Government of  For the Government of
' ic
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SUB-REGIONAL
MARINE OIL POLLUTION CONTINGENCY PLAN
BETWEEN CYPRUS, GREECE AND ISRAEL

May 2018
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FOREWORD

The Sub-regional Marine Pollution Contingency Plan between Cyprus, Greece and Israel
was prepared in collaboration between the competent national authorities responsible for
preparedness for and response to accidental marine poliution of the Republic of Cyprus
(Cyprus), the Hellenic Republic (Greece) and the State of Israel (Israel), and the Regional
Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC), with
the support of a Consultant.

The Ministers responsible for environmental matters of Cyprus, Greece and |srael
respectively met in Jerusalem in April 2016 and after considering various pressures on the
marine environment and coastal zones in the Mediterranean, signed on & April 2016 the
*Joint Declaration of Intent on Cooperation in the Field of Environmental Protection®. This
Declaration identified infer afla the protection of marine and coastal environment and “in
particular preparedness and response to major marine poliution incidents in the
Mediterranean, resulting from ships, offshore hydrocarbon (oil and gas) exploration and
exploitation activities and hydrocarbon pipelines® as the first priority area in which the three
countries intend to advance their cooperation.

The Governments of Cyprus, Greece and Israel consequently agreed to adopt, within the
framework of the Protocol conceming Co-operation in Preventing Pollution from Ships and,
in case of Emergency, Combating Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea (Prevention and
Emergency Protocol) to the Barcelona Convention, a Sub-regional Marine Qil Pollution
Contingency Plan for responding promptly and effectively to major marine oil pollution
incidents, affecting or likely to affect the teritorial sea, coasts and related interests of any of
the three countries concerned.

Taking inte consideration the mandate of REMPEC to assist the Contracting Parties in
developing and implementing sub-regional agreements (Prevenlion and Emergency
Protocel, Article 17), the competent national authorities of the three countries concerned
requested REMPEC to assist them in formulating and implementing a joint Sub-regional
Marine Qil Pollution Contingency Plan and the relevant Implementation Agreement.

This activity was financed by the Mediterranean Trust Fund (MTF) and has been
implemented by the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the
Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC).

The designations employed and the presentation do not imply the expressions of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of REMPEC, IMO or UNEP concemning the legal status of any country,
territory or city or area, or its authorilies, or conceming the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries.




68

BOi0B+1Z6Tig 0UEE+0Iné—0p ?'3) T 7U5>QK5Q6K66

TABLE OF CONTE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

1.2  Acronyms and definitions

1.3  Purpose and objectives

14  Scope and coverage

POLICY AND RESPONSIBILITIES

2.1 Joint policy

2.2  Designation and responsibilities of competent national Authorities

2.3  Exchange of information

2.4  Mechanism for the activation of the Plan

25  Meetings of national Operational Authorities responsible for
the implementation of the Plan

26  Joint training and exercises

RESPONSE ELEMENTS AND PLANNING

31  Assumption of the lead role
3.2  HNational On-Scene Commander (NOSC) /
Supreme On-Scene Commander (S0SC)
3.3 Emergency Response Centres / Joint Emergency Response Centre
34  Support teams ‘
35  Command structure
386 Communications arangements
3.7 Response planning
3.8  Response sirategy
RESPONSE OPERATIONS
.1 Response phases
42  Spill surveillance and forecasting
4.3  Requests for assistance within the framework of the Plan
44  Joint response operations
4.5 Use of dispersants and other non-mechanical response methods
46  Termination of joint response operations and deactivation of the Plan

REFPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

51
52
53
54

Communication system

Poliution reporting system (POLREF)

Post incident reports

Reports o and communication with REMPEC



?'3) Te 7U5>QK5Q6K66 BUT0B+176Tig 0UEE+0inE—0p

6. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
B.5
6.6

Logistics

Financing

Customs, immigration, overflight and navigational procedures
Health and safety

Documentation of response operation and reiated costs
Revision of the Plan

T PUBLIC INFORMATION

71
7.2
7.3

ANNEX 2

ANNEX 3

ANNEX 4

ANNEX 5
ANNEX &
ANNEX 7
ANNEX 8
ANNEX 9

ANNEX 10

Public Information Cffice (P10)
Press release [ Press conference
Pubfic information through REMPEC

Directory of competent national Authorties, contact points, Emergency
Response Centres, MNational On-Scene Commanders and other relevant
addresses.

Communications with REMPEC.

National Contingency Plans (or relevant parts thereof).

2.1 Republic of Cyprus {outline only)
22  Hellenic Republic (outine only)
2.3  State of Israel (outline only)

Directory of response personnel and inventory of response equipment,
products and other means which each Party might offer as assistance in case
of the activation of the Plan.

Communications system.

Guidelines for reporting oil spills (aerial surveillance).

POLREP Paollution Reporting System.

Standard format and forms for requesting assistance.

Claims manual.

Rules of Procedure for the Meetings of National Operational Authorities.



6< BOi0B+1Z6Tig 0UEE+0Iné—0p ?'3) Te 7U5>QK5Q6K66

1. INTRODUCTI

1.1 BACKGROUND

The risk of incidents likely to cause massive oil poliution in the Mediterranean Sea remains
high due to the intensive vessels' traffic in the region, to an increase in offshore oil and gas
exploration and exploitation activities and to an expansion of oil and gas pipelines.

According to the "Study of Maritime Traffic Flows in the Mediterranean Sea®, published by
REMPEC in 2008, the Mediterranean Sea was amongst the world's busiest waterways
accounting for 15 per cent of global shipping activity by number of calls and 10 per cent by
vessel deadweight tonnes (DWT), and the overall vessel aclivities have been rising steadily
since the mid 1990's. The Mediterranean is also a major transit route, and it was estimated
that in 2006 approximately 10,000, mainly large, vessels transited the area en-route
babtwean non Mediterranean ports. Tankers represented the largest portion of
Mediterranean coastal States’ trade and dominated intra Mediterranean trade, representing
almost 60 per cent of it. It was estimated that some 18 per cent of global seaborne crude oil
shipments took place within or through the Mediterranean.

The major crude ofl traffic routes include shipments from Black Sea to the Mediterranean
ports, from Sidi Kerir in Egypt to both the Mediterranean and poris west of Gibraitar, and
from the Persian Gulf through the Mediterranean via Suez. In the LNG sector the exports
from the North African countries predominate, although an increase in tfransport of LNG
from the Levantine basin could also be expected once the natural gas fields in this area
bacome fully operational.

The number of laden cil tankers observed in the Mediterranean in 2006 was 4224 and these
carried some 421 million tonnes of crude oil. Nearly 11 % of these were in transit and
carried approximatlely 72 million lonnes of crude oil en route between non-Mediterranean
ports. The Study published by REMPEC envisaged an increase in the density of crude oil
tanker deployment in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Moreover, the analysis has shown that the average age of vessels calling at ports in the
eastern Mediterranean was significantly higher than that of vessels calling at western and
central Mediterranean ports, which could potentially expose the eastern Mediterranean to a
greater risk of a casualty related poliution event.

The risk associated with heavy maritime fraffic in general, and of crude oil and gas traffic in
particular, compels the Mediterranean coastal States to work constantly towards increasing
their level of preparedness for responding to accidental marine pollution. These efforts are
required at national as well as at bilateral, multilateral, sub-regional and regional levels.

The Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the
Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention) and its relaled Protocol Concerning Cooperation in
Preventing Pollution from Ships and, in Cases of Emergency, Combating Pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea (Prevention and Emergency Protocol) provide the legal framework for
actions conceming regional co-operation in the field of preparedness for and response to
accidental marine poliution. By ratifying the Convention and its related Protocol, the
Contracting Parties legally committed themselves and firmly expressed their political will to
take, both individually and jointly, necessary actions aimed at infer alia effectively responding
to accidental marine pollution.
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It is noted that the Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution
Resulling from Exploration and Exploitation of the Continental Sheff and the Seabed and its
Subsoil (referred to as Offshore Protocol, adopted in 1984 and entered into force in 2011)
includes several provisions reflecting those in Prevention and Emergency Protocol. These
provisions concem in particular safety measures (Article 15), contingency planning (Article 16),
notification (Article 17) and mutual assistance in case of emergency (Article 18). Maoreover,
Offshore Protocol stipulates in Article 16 that “in case of emergency the Contracting Party shall
implement mutalis mutandis the provisions of the [Prevention and Emergency Protocol]”, and
also specifies in Article 18 that "in cases of emergency, the Party requiring assistance in order
to prevenl, abale or combat pollution resulting from activities may reguest help from the other
Parties either directly or through (...} REMPEC. For this purpose the Party which is also a
Party to [Prevention and Emergency Protocol] shall apply the pertinent provisions of the said
Protocol.”

Under the Prevention and Emergency Protocol, the Contracting Parties have certain
obligations which primarily concem: the development of their national contingency plans and
poliution response capabilities; the dissemination of information to the other Parties regarding
their national organization and their competent national authorities, either directly or through
the Regional Centre; informing the other Parties, either directly or through the Regional
Cenire, of all pollution incidents, their subsequent development and the response measures
taken; and providing assistance to a Party which so requests,

The Meetings of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention, as well as the Meetings
of the Focal Points of the Regional Marine Pollution Emengency Response Centre for the
Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC), constitule the forums for decision-making regarding the
definition of policies relaled to regional co-operation in the field of preparedness for and
response to accidental marine poliution. They also provide the institutional framework for the
adoption of various measures aimed at achieving the objectives of the Prevention and
Emergency Protocol,

Parties to the Protocol shall (Article 4) “endeavour to maintain and promote, either individually
or through bilateral or mullilateral cooperation, contingency plans and other means of
preventing and combating pollution incidents. These means shall include, in particular,
equipment, ships, aircraft and personnel prepared for operations in cases of emergency (...).
Any Parly to the Prevention and Emergency Protocol faced with a pollution incident shall
(Article 10.1.b) “take every practicable measure to prevent, reduce and, to the fullest possible
extent, eliminate the effects of the pollution incident”. Finally, Parties to the Protocol shall
{Article 12.1) use their besl endeavours to render assistance to any Party which so requests.

Accordingly, with a view to complying with their obligations under the Prevention and
Emergency Protocol, the Stales should be prepared for the intervention of their public
authorities both at the national level, as well as for infernational co-operation and mutual
assistance. The existence of national arangements for preparedness and response is
indispensable for rapid and efficienl action. In general these arrangements include good
administrative organization where the responsibiliies of the various authorities for taking
actions and co-ordinating the follow-up of such actions are clearly defined.

The existence of good response capabilities al the naficnal level is the fundamental
prerequisite for any regional co-operation and mutual assistance, and it is therefore essential
that the Party threatened by a marine poliution incident has available certain necessary
resources allowing it to initiate spill response operations and to protect the most sensitive sites
during the crucial initial period after the incident, without having to wait for the amival of
possible assistance from another Party.
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It has been recognized that pooling of resources and expertise provides a cost-effective and
efficient way of responding to a major spill which cannot immediately be dealt with by the
existing resources of a single country. It is also widely accepted that co-operation in response
to major oil spills is likely to involve in the firsl place the States close enough to render
assistance. Organizing such co-operation requires detailed planning by the neighbouring or
nearby States, and this can be best achieved through operational arrangements adopted
within the framework of a Regional Agreemeni such as the Prevention and Emergency
Protocol. The development of contingency plans at the sub-regional level then permits a more
detailed consideration of specific local factors.

The Prevention and Emergency Protocol in its Article 17 states that “the Parties may
negotiate, develop and maintain appropriate bilateral or multilateral sub-regional agreements
in order to facilitate the implementation of this Protocol, or part of it. Upon request of the
interested Parties, the Regional Centre shall assist them, within the framework of its functions,
in the process of developing and implementing these sub-regional agreements”,

Such operational arrangements, developed within the framework of the Prevention and
Emergency Protocol between neighbouring coastal States, represent the best way of defining
conditions of cooperation and of establishing the responsibiliies at the appropriate levels.
They aim at facilitating the development of response operations, and at coordinating the use of
the available means in a defined geographical area. They also oulline beforshand the
financial conditions and administrative provisions of the actions, thus permitting rapid
intervention in case of emergency, whilst removing the need for lengthy negotiations during
the course of a pollution event.

The basis for defining financial aspects of mutual assistance in case of marine pollution
incidents, and in particular the principles of reimbursement of costs of assistance, which
operational agreements concluded among the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona
Convention should necessarily address, is found in Arficle 13 (Reimbursement of Costs of
Assistance) of the Prevention and Emergency Protocol.

Moreover, one of the recommendations adopted by the Seventh Ordinary Meeting of the
Confracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention held in Cairo in October 1991
{UNEP{OCA}MED IG.2/4 Annex IV, Cairo, October 1991) encourages the Contracting Parties
that "Prior to any accident the neighbouring States should endeavour to conclude bilateral
agreements, including among others, arangements specifying in advance the financial
conditions and administrative modalities related o co-operation in case of emergency. In
conformity with its functions, the Centre will endeavour to help the States which so request
to prepare such agreements”.

1.2  ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS

Acronyms

CECIS Common Emergency Communication and Information System (of the

EU)
CGl SCP Sub-regional Marine Pollution Contingency Plan between Cyprus,

Greece and Israel (also referred to as “the Plan”)

EC European Commission (of the European Union)
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EMSA Eurgpean Maritime Safety Agency

EU European Union

ERC Emergency Response Centre

ERCC Emergency Response Coordination Centre (within the Directorate-
General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations
{ECHO) of the European Commission)

HSO Health and Safety Officer

IMO International Maritime Organization

IOPC Funds International Oil Pollution Compensation Funds

JERC Joint Emergency Response Centre

JRO Joint Response Operation(s)

NCP Mational Contingancy Plan

NOSC National On-Scene Commander

OPRC 80 International Convention on Qil Pollution Preparedness, Response and
Cooperation

PIO Pubiic Information Office

POLREP Pollution Report

PPE Personal Proteclive Equipment

REMFEC Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the
Mediterranean Sea

SITREP Situation Report

SCP Sub-regional Contingency Plan

S0SC Supreme On-Scene Commander

SSHP Site Safety and Health Plan

uTtc Universal Time Coordinated

VHF Very High Frequency

Definitions

For the purpose of the Plan the terms and phrases used in the text and listed in the left

column of the table shall have the meanings defined next to it.

Area of interest

The sea waters not included in the areas of
responsibility, in which occurrence of a pollution incident
affects or is likely to affect the related interests of one or
more of the Parties.

Area of responsibility Territorial sea of the Republic of Cyprus, the Hellenic

Republic and the State of lsrael respectively, within the
Mediterranean Sea, as established in accordance with
the international law.

Barcelona Convenlion Convention for the Prolection of the Marine Environment

and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean (adopted in
Barcelona on 10 June 1995, and replacing the original
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Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
which was adopted in Barcelona on 16 February 1978).

Emergency Response Centre

An office, manned 24 hours a day and equipped with
appropriate communications equipment, which has been
sel up, for the purpose of the Plan, by each Party and
which serves as the Operations Room of NOSC or
SOSC respectively, whenever the Plan is activated.

Govemmental Authority

Designated competenl Department (division, branch)
having the governmental responsibility for dealing with
marine oil pollution incidents.

Joint Emergency Response
Centre (JERC)

Emergency Response Centre of the Lead Party.

Joint Response Operations
(JROJ

All poliution response operations in which personnel,
equipment, products andior other means of at least two
Parties to the Plan are involved.

Lead Authority

Operational Authority of the Lead Party.

Lead Party

The Party in whose area of responsibility or area of
interest a pollution incident has occurred and who nas

activated the Plan or requesled assistance within the
framework of the Plan.

Linison Officer

An officer from the Party participating in the Joint
Response Operations, who is integrated in the staff of
the SOSC, with a view to providing necessary
information on national resources rendered as assistance
to the Lead State and facilitating communications with
hisfher respactive NOSC,

Marine off poflution incident

An occurrence or series of occurrences having the same
origin, which results or may result in a discharge of ail
and which poses or may pose a threat to the marine
environment, or to the coastiine or related interests of
one or more States, and which requires emergency
action or ather immediate response.

Maritime Casualty

A collision of ships, stranding or incident of navigalion, or
othear occurrence on board a ship or external to it
resulting in material damage or imminent threat of
material damage to a ship or cargo.

Mediferranean Sea

the Maditerranean Sea /rea as defined in Article 1 of the
Barcelona Convention (“For the purposes of this
Convention, the Mediterranean Sea Area shall mean the
maritime waters of the Mediterranean Sea proper,
including its gulfs and seas, bounded lo the west by the
maeridian passing through Cape Spariel lighthouse, at the
entrance of the Straits of Gibraltar, and fo the east by the
southem limits of the Straits of the Dardanefles between
Mehmetcik and Kumbkale ighthouwses.”)

National On-Scene Commander
(NQSC)

An officer, designated by the Operational Authority,
having operational control of all national pollution
response resources which might, if so requested,
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participate in Joint Response Operations. (MNote: NOSC
is preferably, but not necessarily, the same officer whao
performs the duty of On-Scene Commander under the
Naticnal Contingency Plan).

Ciffshore unif

Any fixed or floating offshore installation or structure
engaged in gas or oil exploration, exploitation or
production activities, or loading or unioading of oil.

Petroleum in any form including crude oil, fuel oil, sludge,
oil refuse, natural gas condensate and refined products.

Cperational Authority

Designated compeatent Department (division, branch)

having the gperational responsibility for dealing with
marine (oil) pollution incidents.

Operational Command

Overall co-ordination and control of Joint Response
Operations, including national resources as well as strike
teams, equipment and other resources (aircraft, vessels)
rendered as assistance by other Parties. It is exerled by
the Operational Authority of the Lead State, through the
Supremea On-Scene Commander (S05C).

Operational Conlrol

Diract control over personnel, means and units taking
part in the Joint Response Operations, including giving
instructions and supplying information necessary for
execution of response operations. It is exerted by
National On-Scene Commanders (NOSCs) of the Parlies
taking part in the operations, or by officers designated by
them.

Operalions at sea

Any measures, including intervention on the source of
pollution, aerial surveillance, containment of the poliutant,
recovery of the pollutant, application of treatment agents
from vessels and aircraft, or any other action taken at
open sea (off shore) in order to respond to a pollution
incident, to restrict the spreading and facilitate removal of
the pollutant, and to mitigate the consequences of the
incident.

Operations on shore

Any action taken on shore or in the sea immediately
adjacent to it, in order to recover, remove or destroy the
poliutant and reduce its impact or effects.

Personal Profective Equipment
(PPE)

Protective clothing, headgear, gloves, eye protection,
safety footwear or other garments or equipment (e.g.
respiratory protective equipment) designed to protect the
wearer's body against health and safety risks at work,
such as those posed by physical and chemical action,
airborne particulate matter, heat/cold, ete.

FPollutant

Has the same meaning as "oil".

Pollution incident

Has the same meaning as "marine oil poliution incident”.

Pollution Report (POLREF)

The incident report by which one Party warns the other
Parties of a spill and through which it notifies the other
Parties of the activation of the Plan.
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Prevention and Emergency
Protocaol

Protocol concerning Co-operation in Preventing Pollution
from Ships and, in case of Emergency, Combating
Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea (to the Barcelona
Convention); adopted in Malta on 25 January 2002,
entered into force on 17 March 2004, thus replacing the
1976 Protocol concemning Co-operation in Combaling
Poliution of the Mediterranean Sea by Oil and other
Harmful Substances in Cases of Emergency.

Pubiic Information Office (PIO)

An office in charge of informing the media on the course
of avents and advising the SOSC on public information.

Relaled interesls

According to the Article 1(d) of the Prevention and
Emergency Protocol, ‘Related interesis® means the
interesis of a coastal State directly affected or threatened
and concerning, among others:

i) maritime aclivities in coastal areas, in ports or
estuaries, including fishing activities;
the historical and tourist appeal of the area in
guestion, including water sports and recreation;
the health of the coastal population;
the cultural, aesthetic, scientific and educational
value of the area;
the conservation of biological diversity and the
sustainable use of marine and coastal biological
resources.

Ship

A vessal of any type whatsoever operating in the marine
environment and including hydrofoil boats, air-cushion
vehicles, submersibles, and floating craft of any type

Situation Report (SITREP)

2'3) Te TU5>QK5Q6K66

Report by which the Lead Party informs the other Parties
concerned about the situation.

Strike team

A group of personnel, sent as assistance from one Party
to another in order to take part as an independent unil in
response operations. It may include personnel on board
vessels, aircraft or other self-contained units or
personnel assisting in shore clean-up operations.

Supreme On-Scene Commander
(S08C)

A designated officer of the Lead Party, having the overall
operational command of all Joint Response Operations
undertaken within the framework of the Plan.

Taclical Command

Directing and supervising the execution of specific tasks
by teams and/or units on the scene of operations. Itis
exerted by the leaders of such teams and/or
commanders of units.

(The) Parties

The Republic of Cyprus, the Hellenic Republic and the
State of Israel

(The) Plan

The Sub-regional Marine Oil Pollution Contingency Plan
between Cyprus, Greece and Israel (also referred fo as

“‘CGI SCP")

13

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES
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Purpose

The purpose of this Plan is to establish, within the framework of the Prevention and
Emergency Protocol to the Barcelona Convention and according to the obligations of the
Contracling Parties under this Protocol, a mechanism for mutual assistance, under which the
competent national authorities of Cyprus, Greece and lsrael will co-operate in order to co-
ordinate and integrate their response to marine oil poliution incidents either affecting or likaly to
affect the territorial sea, coasts and related interests of one or more of these countries, or to
incidents surpassing the available response capacity of each of these countries alone.

Objectives

The general objective of the Plan is to organize a prompt and effective response to marine oil
poliution incidents affecting or fikely to affect the area of responsibility andior the area of
interest of one or more of the couniries concerned and to facilitate the co-operation between
Cyprus, Greece and Israel in the field of oil pollution preparedness and response.

The specific objectives of the Plan are:

I} 1o determine the extent of co-operation for the implementation of the Plan between the
responsible authorities, at the operational level:

i} to define the areas of responsibility of the Parties for the implementation of the Plan;

i) to divide the responsibilities and to anticipate the transfer of responsibility from one
Party to another;

i) to establish the principles of command and liaison, and to define the comesponding
structures,

v) to provide arrangements conceming the operation of ships and aircraft of one of the
Parties within the area of responsibility of the other Parties;

vi} to specify the type of assistance which might be provided and the conditions under
which it will be provided;

vil) to determine in advance the financial conditions and administrative modalities related
lo co-operative actions in case of emergency.

In order to achieve these objectives the Parties agree to take the following aclions through the
implementation of the Plan:

- lo develop appropriate preparedness measures and effective systems for detecting
and reporting pollution incidents affecting or likely to affect their respective areas of
responsibility;

- lo promote and implement sub-regional cooperation in the fields of contingency
planning, prevention of, preparedness for and response to marine ol pollution
incidents;

- to establish the necessary measures to contain spreading and to minimize the hazard
posed by oil spills;
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- 1o develop and implement a programme of fraining and exercises for different levels of
personnel involved in oil pollution prevention, preparedness and response;

- to develop procedures to strengthen regional co-operation.

1.4  SCOPE AND COVERAGE

The Plan is applicable whenever a marine oil pollution incident threatens or is likely to threaten
one or more Parties and is of such magnitude that calling on the other Parties for assistance is
justified.

The incident might be a marine oil poliution incident which occurs in the area of responsibility
or the area of interest of one Parly and threatens the area of responsibility or the area of
interest of another Party, or a marine oil pollution incident that does not threaten other
countries, but requires the adoption of response measures that are beyond the capacity of the
resources available within the affected Parly.

The plan applies equally o all marine oil poliution incidents, regardiess of whether these
originate from a mantime casualty (a ship) or from an incident involving an offshore unit.

The Parties agree thal responsa operalions in case of a marine oil pollution incident which are
carmied out within the area of responsibility of one of the Parties will be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of the National Contingency Plan (NCP) of the Party
concermned,

The coverage of the Plan comprises the areas of responsibility and the areas of interest of
Cyprus, Greece and |srael, within the Mediterranean Sea.



?'3) Te 7U5>QK5Q6K66 BUT0B+176Tig 0UEE+0inE—0p

2. POLICY AND RESPONSIBILITIES

21  JOINT POLICY

With a view to organizing co-operation in responding to accidental marine poliution and to
effectively assisting each other in case of marine oil pollution incidents, the Parties shall, within
the framework of this Plan:

- designate competent national Authorties responsible for marine pollution
preparedness and response, at govemmental and operational levels respectively, who
will co-operate in order to respond promptly and effectively to a poliution incident;

- maintain in a permanently operational state an appropriate communications network
for the exchange of information relevant to the Plan;

- report to each other poliution incidents occurming in their area of responsibility or
pollution incidents occurring in the area of interest which may affect ancther Party;

- set up and maintain in good working order stockpiles of pollution response equipment
and products;

- endeavour to have available strike teams composed of persons properly trained and
experienced in accidental marine pollution response operations. These resources shall
be made available to a Party who so requests within the framework of this Plan for use
in Joint Response Operations (JRO), taking always into consideration that the assisting
Partyfies should not deplete its/their national resources beyond a reasonable level of
preparedness,

- seek o define and apply in case of activation of the Plan, a common policy regarding
poliution response methods and techniques, including elimination of the source of
poliution, containment and recovery of floating oil at sea, use of dispersants, protection
of sensilive areas, and shore clean-up. In any case adoption of such common policy
shall not imply amending the existing NCPs and the provision specified in Article 1.4
paragraph 4 shall prevail should an agreed national response policy stipulated in the
NCP differ from the adopted common policy.

- define a mechanism for financing mutual assistance operations undertaken within the
framework of the Plan;

- follow a common policy as regards delivering, receiving, using and returning to the
country of origin, any equipment and other resources requested and/or rendered as
assistance within the framework of the Plan.

22 DESIGNATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMPETENT NATIONAL
AUTHORITIES AND CONTACT POINTS

The Parties recognize two levels of responsibility with respect to the implementation of the
present Plan, namely governmental and operational levels respectively.
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The Governmental Authority, the Operational Authority and the Contact Puipi for receiving
reports on poliution incidents within each Party shall be designated in consultation between the
Govemmental Focal Paint of REMPEC and the OPRC Focal Point of REMPEC of that Party.

The Governmental Focal Point of REMPEC of each Party shall officially inform its counterparts
in other Parties to the Plan and REMPEC of the competent national authorities and contact
points which have been designated to act as the Governmental Authority, the Operational
Authority and the Contact Point respectively, for the purpose of the Plan.

Each Party has the right to decide that, for the purpose of the Plan, a single national authority
shall act as both the Governmental and the Operational Authority.
a)  Governmental Authorities

At the governmental level, the responsibility for the implementation of the Plan rests with the
following competent national authorities, officially designated by their respective Governments:

Republic of Cyprus: Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment
Hellenic Republic: Marine Environment Protection Direclorate,
Hellenic Coast Guard,

Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy

State of lsrael: Marine Environment Protection Division,
Ministry of the Envircnmental Protection

Within the framework of the Plan, the responsibilities of the Governmental Authorities include:
- suparvising the implementation of the Plan;
- revising and amending the Plan;
- supervising the updating and implementation of the National Contingency Plan (NCP)
and ensuring compatibility between the NCP and the present Plan.

Relevant contact details of the competent national Governmental Authorities are given in
Annex 1.

b)  Operational Authorities

The responsibility for the implementation of the operational provisicns of the Plan and for JRO
rests with the national Operational Authorities listed in Annex 1, which also contains relevant
contact details of these Authorities.

Within the framework of the Plan the responsibilities of the Operational Authorities include:

i) responsibilities refated to the maintenance of the Plan:

- ensuring that the appropriate level of preparedness, including trained
personnel, equipment and other assels as stipulated by the Plan, is maintained
at the national level;

- sefting up and maintaining the communications network needed for the
implementation of the Plan,
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- supervising and co-ordinating, at the national level, all other activities indicated
in the Plan,

ii) responsibilities related to the implementation of the Plan in case of marine oil pollution
incidents:

- activation of the Plan in cases defined in Article 2.4 and nofification of other
Parties,

- pollution reporting in accordance with the standard POLREP system;

- co-ordination, at the level of each country concemed, of response operations in
case of activation of the NCP and of JRO in case of subsequent activation of
the present Plan;

- co-ordination, at the national level, of the participation of other national
Authoarities and/or services in JRO,

- taking decisions concerning requesting and rendering assistance;

- co-ordination of sending, receiving, using and returning, as appropriate, of
personnel, equipment and other resources rendered as assistance within the
framework of the Plan.

The Operational Authorities shall be the same Authorities thal have the overall operational

command of marne pollution response measures taken within the framework of their
respective NCPs.

¢)  Contact Points
National Contact Points are responsible for receiving reports on marine oil pollution incidents
and for transmitting this information to their respective Operational Authorities and other

interested parties within the country. The list of National Contact Points and their relevant
contact details are given in Annex 1.

2.3 EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION
The Parties shall keep each other correctly informed at all times on:

a) competent national Authorities, responsible at the govemmental level for the
implementation of the Plan, and on the responsible officers within these Authorities;

b) national Operational Authorities, responsible at the operational level for the
implementation of the Plan and for exercising Operational Command in cases of JRO,
and on the responsible officers within these Authorities;

c) national Contact Points responsible for receiving reports of marine oil pollution
incidents;

d) designated national Emergency Response Cenftres (ERC);
e) designated National On-Scene Commanders (NOSC),

f) designated competent Customs Offices;
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g) at least those parts of their respective National Contingency Plans which might be
relevant in case of conducting JRO (cf. Article 3.7},

h) inventories of pollution response equipment and products, as well as other resources
{e.g. vessels and aircraft) available in each country for use in JRO;

i) directories of experts, trained personnel and strike teams designated by each Parly to
take part in JRO.

The information listed above shall be attached to the Plan in Annexes 1, 3 and 4, as
appropriate.

Parties shall inform each other on any changes in the information listed above as soon as
these occur, using the routine communication channels.

Each Operational Authority is responsible for the accuracy of all information pertinent to its
Party.

Each Operational Authority shall acknowledge receipt of any changes andfor modifications
regarding the above information, and is responsible for updating its respeactive copylcopies of
the Plan accordingly.

The English language shall be used in all communications related to the Plan.

24  MECHANISM FOR THE ACTIVATION OF THE PLAN

The Plan shall be activated by the QOperational Authorty of one of the Parties in the following
cases:

= pecurrence, within the area of responsibility andfor the area of interest of the Party who
activates the Plan, of a marine oil pollution incident whose severity surpasses the
response capabilities of the Party concerned alone and which, in the opinion of the
Operational Authority of that Party, threatens to affect or has already affected the area
of responsibility or the area of interest of another Party;

= pccurrence, within the area of responsibility andfor the area of interast of the Party who
aclivates the Plan, of a marine oil pollution incident whose severty surpasses the
response capabilities of the Party concerned alone and which, in the opinion of the
Operational Authority of that Party, threatens to affect or has already affected ils
territorial sea, coasts or other related interests.

In cases of marine oil pollution incidents listed above, the Plan shall be activated after
consultations with the other Parties concerned. However, when the situation does not permit
such consultations, the affected Party may activate the Plan without prior consultations.

When in the opinion of the Authority of one of the Parbies its interests are threatened by a
marine oil pollution incident which has occurred just outside the area of responsibiity of
another Party, and when the other Party/ies have not taken appropriate actions to respond to
it, that Party may, after consulting the other Partyfies concerned, activate the Plan.
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The Operational Authority of the Party who has activated the Plan shall immediately inform the
Operational Authorities of the other Parties that the Plan has been activated.

Notification, formulated in accordance with the provisions of Article 5.2, shall be transmitied to
the Operational Authorities of the other Parties through the designated national Contact Points
defined in Article 2.2 and listed in Annex 1.

The procedure to be followed in case of activation of the Plan is described in Article 4.1.

25 MEETINGS OF NATIONAL OPERATIONAL AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN

The Operational Authorities, defined in Article 2.2, shall meet once a year in order to discuss
questions related to the implementation of the Plan, the organization of training courses and/or
exercises, and other relevant matters.

Rules of procedure of the Meetings of National Operational Authorities are attached hereto as
Annex 10.

Regular annual Meetings shall be hosted by each Parly consecutively, and following the
alphabetical order.

The Operational Authority of the host Party shall, in cooperation with the Operational
Authorities of the other Parties, prepare the agenda and issue a final report of such annual
Meelings.

The Operational Authority of the host Party shall provide secretarial services and other
necessary logistic support for the smooth running of such Meetings.

The Operational Authorities may decide by mutual agreement to combine their Meetings with
joint training activities and/or joint exercises.

26  JOINT TRAINING AND EXERCISES
The Parties shall periodically conduct joint training activities and/or joint exercises.

The main objectives of these training activities and exercises shall be:

to improve the level of cooperation and coordination among operational personnel and,
in particular, strike teams of different Parties;

= o test the command structure of the Plan;

- o achieve a satisfactory level of communication among personnel and, in particular,
strike teams designated to take part in JRO,

- to acquire exparience in handling equipment, products and other resources which
might be used in JRO,
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- to enable the personnel from different Parties to gain experience in working together.

The Parties shall attemately host such training activities and exercises. The host country shall
organize the training activity or exercise, and shall provide the necessary logistic support;
however, the expenses for the participants and the resources deployed in joint exercises shall
be borne by their respective Parties. Calendars, programmes, duration and other relevant
details concerming training and exercises shall be decided at regular annual meetings of the
Parties.

The Parties may decide by mutual agreement to combine their joint training activities and joint
exercises in a single programme, or to combine such joint training activities andfor joint
exercises with Meetings of their Operational Authorities.
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3 LEMENTS AND NING

31  ASSUMPTION OF THE LEAD ROLE

The lead role in the implementation of the Plan shall be assumed by the Operational Authority
of the Party whose area of responsibility or area of interest have been affected or are I".aly to
be affected by an marine oil poliution incident and who has activated the Flan or requested
assistance.

The Party who has assumed the lead role shall be referred to as the Lead Parly, and ils
Operational Authority as the Lead Authorty.

If a marine oil pollution incident which has occurred in the area of interest of one of the Parties
directly (imminently) threatens the interests of another Party, the Parties may agree, in direct
contacts between their respective Operational Authorities, that the threatened Party will
assume the lead role.

The lead role shall be transferred from a Party to ancther one, when the major part of the
poliutant has moved from the area of responsibility of the Party who had initially requested
assistance, to the area of responsibility of another Party who is requesting assistance.

The transfer of the lead role in cases when the major part of the pollutant is moving from the
area of interest of ona Party to the area of responsibility of another Party shall be agreed upon
after consultations between the Parties concemed. Once the transfer of the lead role has
been agreed upon the Party which had originally assumed the lead role shall inform other
parties in writing (by fax or e-mail) that the lead role is being transferred to the other Party. The
Party assuming the lead role shall acknowledge the transfer and inform respectively th other
Parties in writing (by fax or email).

The Lead Party shall be responsible for;

- survelllance of the poliution

= assessment of the situation

= spill movement forecasting

- reporting

- exercising Operational Command over JRO.

3.2 NATIONAL ON-SCENE COMMANDER (NOSC) / SUPREME ON-SCENE
COMMANDER (SOSC)

For the purpose of the Plan, the Operational Authority of each Party shall nominate an officer
who will have operational control over all response activities of that Party, including control
over personnel (strike teams), equipment and self-contained units (vessels, aircraft). These
officers shall be called Mational On-Scene Commanders (NOSC).

After the activation of the Plan and commencement of JRO, the NOSC of the Lead Party shall
assume the role of the Supreme On-Scene Commander (SOSC). The SOSC shall have the
overall responsibility for all decisions and actions laken in order to combat the pollution and to
mitigate its consequences and for the coordination of JRO. The SOSC, working in liaison with
the Lead Authority, shall have Operational Command over JRO.
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The NOSCs of the assisting Parties shall operate under the overall Operational Command of
the SOSC. but shall nevertheless retain operational control over personnel, equipment and
self-contained units of their respective Parties.

In case of joint response to a marine oil pollution incident affecting the areas of responsibility
or areas of interest of two or more Parties, the SOSC shall authorize the NOSC of the Party
whose area of responsibility has also been directly affected, upon request of the NOSC, to
command the response operations within herfhis area of responsibility or area of interest. The
NOSC of the Party to whom such authorization has been granted shall nevertheless
coordinate his activities with the SOSC and report to herhim.

in order to refieve the SOSC of a part of his/her duties conceming operational control of
national resources the Lead Authority may, at the time of the activation of the Plan, designate
another officer who will have direct operational control of the national resources taking part in
JRO and who will act as the NOSC of the lead country.

In exercising hisfher funclions, the SOSC shall be assisted by a Support Team (cf. Article 3.4).

Relevant information conceming NOSCs is given in Annex 1. It is the responsibility of the
Operational Authority of each Party to keep this information up-to-date at all times.

3.3 EMERGENCY RESPONSE CENTRES / JOINT EMERGENCY RESPONSE CENTRE

For the purpose of this Plan, each Party shall set up an Emergency Response Centre (ERC)
which will be manned 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (24/7). ERC will be equipped with an
appropriate communications system and have the necessary facilities to be used as the
operations room of the Operational Command during JRO.

If deemed necessary, each Party may decide to establish more than one ERC.

In cases of the activation of the Plan, the ERC of the Lead Party shall assume the role of the
Joint Emergency Response Centre (JERC). The JERC shall serve as the base of the
Supreme On-Scene Commander (SOSC) and as the main communications centre for all
communications related to the implementation of the Plan.

Alternate sites for JERC, closer to the scene of the incident, may be specified in lieu of the
preselected sites, at the discretion of the Lead Party.

When the lead role is transferred from one Parly to ancther, the ERC of the Party assuming
the lead role shall automatically become JERC.

Relevant information concerning ERC(s) of each Pary is given in Annex 1. It is the

responsibility of the Operational Authority of each Party to keep this information up-to-date at
all times.

3.4  SUPPORT TEAMS

With a view to assisting NOSC and/or SOSC, each Party shall set up its national Support
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Team, composed of the representatives of various relevant public authorities, national services
and industry, including, in particular, the oil and shipping industries.

In case of the activation of the Plan, Support Teams shall operate from their respective
national Emergency Response Cenfres.

The role of the Support Teams is advisory, and their functions include:

providing assistance to NOSC / SOSC in case of the activation of the Plan;

providing advice to NOSC / SOSC concerming, in particular, methods and techniques
for combating oil pollution, safety of navigation and salvage, marine biology and
fisheries, (radio) communications, public information and compensation for oil pollution
damage and costs recovery;

providing support and co-ordinating the activities of national public authorities, services
and industry which might take part in JRO, concemning in particular the provision of
personnel, equipment and other resources, logistic support, immigration and customs
formalities;

monitoring incoming reports and assessing the situation;

coordinating all reporting on the status of the pollution incident to their respective
national Authorities.

After the termination of response operations, the Support Team shall, together with ther
respective NOSC:

3.5

review post-incident reports from the NOSC / SOSC on the managing of the poliution
incident for the purpose of analyzing and infroducing recommendations and
improvements needed in the Plan and in their respective NCPs;

forward to their respective national Authorities relevant reports and recommendations,

including NOSC / SOSC post-incident reports, Support Team debriefing reports and
recommendations concerning amendments to the Plan or its Annexes.

COMMAND STRUCTURE

The Command Structure for JRO is shown in Diagram 1.

The Plan distinguishes between:

a) Operational Command which consists of taking decisions conceming response
strategy. defining the tasks of various groups of teams and units and having
overall command and coordination over all resources taking part in the JRO.

ing the activation of the Plan the Lead Authority exercises the
Operational Command over JRO through its NOSC who, once the Plan has
been activated, assumes the role of SOSC.

b) Qperational Control which consists of giving orders to specific groups of teams
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and units, in accordance with the strategy and the tasks defined by the
Operational Command. NOSCs of the respective Parties exercise Operational
Control over national resources. Operational Control over the resources of the
Lead Party is exercised by an officer designated to act as NOSC in lieu of the
officar who has assumed the role of SOSC.

c) Tactical Command which consists of directing and supervising the actions of
individual teams or units. Tactical Command is exercised by the Leader of
each team or the Commander of each unit taking part in the response

operations.

Liaison between the Lead Authority and the assisting Parties shall be maintained, according to
the circumstances and to the type and importance of the assistance rendered, in one of the
following ways:

a) by direct email, telephone, telex, fax and/or radio contacts between the Lead
Authority (SOSC) and Operational Authorities (NOSCs) of the assisting Parties;

b) by & Liaison Officer, sent to the Lead Parly by the Operational Authority of the
assisting Party with a view to being integrated in the staff of the SOSC. His/her
duties shall be to provide the necessary information on the resources rendered
as assistance and lo facilitate communication with his/her respective NOSC,
ERC andlor strike teams and self-contained units taking part in JRO;

c) by the NOSC of the assisting Party who personally attends at the spill site and
participates in the JRO.

3.6 COMMUNICATIONS ARRANGEMENTS

The communications network established by the Parties in accordance with the provisions of
Article 2.1 shall be used for all exchanges of information pertinent to the implementation of the
Flan,

"mail (or alternatively text messaging, telex or fax) shall be used for all
communications hewmn the Operational Authorities, SOSC, NOSCs and their
respective Support Teams, particularly in case of emergency.

Voice communications (via mobile or fixed telephone and radic communications) could
also be used; however, all decisions, information ralevanituihasmmnnlmem nf
operations and, in particular, re sistance eplies h requests
EMMMM&&

b) Operational communications between JERC, SOSC, NOSCs, Leaders of teams and
units, and other participants in the response operations shall be made using mobile
telephones/smartphones or preselected VHF channels (see Annex §) and other
appropriate means.

Lines of communication to be used in case of JRO are shown in Diagram 2.

c) The English language shall be used in all communications related to the
implementation of the Plan.
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37 RESPONSE PLANNING

Response to a marine oil pollution incident within the area of responsibility andior area of
interest of each Party shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the NCP of the
Party concermned, under the overall Operational Command of the Lead Authority exercised
through the SOSC.

In order to facilitate a smooth progress of JRO, the Parties shall inform each other on the
relevant parts of their NCPs and, in particular, those sections describing:

= national response organization;

= likely sources of cil spills, vulnerable resources and priorities for protection:

= resources for responding to accidental pollution available at the national level:

- rules concerning the use of dispersants!

- logistic support available within the country.
Copies of English translations of these sections of the NCPs or, preferably, the complete texts
of the NCPs are attached to the Plan in Annex 3.

Maps showing possible sources of pollution, environmentally sensitive areas, priorities for
protection and areas where the use of dispersants is allowed, restricted or forbidden, within the
area of responsibility of each Party, should be part of each NCP.

Deciding upon the response strategy to be applied in each particular pollution incident and the
planning of specific operations shall be the responsibility of SOSC. In taking such decisions,
the SOSC shall follow the outline given in Article 3.8.

3.8 RESPONSE STRATEGY

The main outline of the strategy which shall be applied by the Operational Authorities of the
Parties, in responding to marine oil pellution incidents within the framework of the Plan, shall

be as follows:
- assessment of the severity of the incident, taking into consideration the following
minimum criteria:

- position where the incident occurred
=  type of oil camied or released
. amount of oil which has been released and/or is likely to be released
. movement of the oil slick
«  degree of risk for human life and/or potential health hazard
. firefexplosion hazard
. potential to damage natural resources
. potential to damage valuable property andfor to have serious economic

CONSeuencaes

- activation of the National Contingency Plan and notification of the other Parties;
- selection of appropriate response methods;
- evaluation of available and required response resources;
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activation of the Plan and request for assistance;

implementation of selected response methods, making use of national resources and
resources from assisting Parties;

re-assessment of the situation and modification, when necessary, of response actions;
termination of response operations;
de-activation of the Plan;

the retumn to the country of origin of personnel, equipment and other means rendered
as assistance by the other Parlies.
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4.  RESPONSE OPERATIONS

4.1 RESPONSE PHASES
For the purpose of the Plan, pollution response operations have been divided as follows:
= Pre-activation of the Plan

Phase | Evaluation
Phase Il Motification and consultation

= Activation of the Plan

Phase ll| Naotification of activation

Phase [V Request for assistance

Phase V Joint Response Operations at sea
Phase VI Joint Response Operations on shore

It is understood that, according to circumstances, entire phases or parts thereof may take
place concurrently.

Pre-acti eP
Phase | (Evaluation)

Motification and verification of the initial information conceming pollution incidents shall be
done at the national level, in accordance with the provisions of the NCP.

The operational Authority of the Party affected by an incident, or the Party likely to be affected
first, shall assess and determine, taking into consideration the severity of the incident including
the place of its occurrence, the nature and quantity of the pollutant and other relevant
elements, the level of response required and whether or not to activate the Plan.

Before activating the Plan, the Operational Authority of the Party concemed shall activate its
NCP.

Phase || (Notification and consultations)

Regardless of the need for the activation of the Plan, the Operational Authority of the Party in
whose area of responsibility or interest a marine oil poliution incident has occurmed shall, after
receiving and verifying the initial incident report, immediately inform the Operational Authorities
of the other Parties (cf. Article 2.1 and 5.2) through their national Contact Points.

If the Operational Authority of the Parly concermned considers that it might be necessary to
activate the Plan (cf. Article 2.4), it shall immediately consult the Operational Authorities of the
other Parties, clearly indicating the extent of the planned response measures and of the
assistance which might be required.

Prior to activating the Plan, the Operational Authority shall alert other relevant Authorities in its
own country, including the NOSC, in accordance with the provisions of its NCP. It shall also
alert REMPEC.
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Activation of the Plan
Phase |ll {Natification of activation)

The decision to activate the Plan shall be taken by the Operational Authority of the Party
concemned, following consultations with the Operational Authorities of the other Parties.

After taking the decision to activate the Plan, the Operational Authority of the Party concerned,
shall assume the role of Lead Authority and shall:

a) nolify the Operational Autherities of the other Parties, through their designated national
Contact Points and in accordance with the procedure described in Article 5.2, that the
Plan has been aclivated;

b) activate its own ERC which shall assume the role of JERC;
¢) activate its own Support Team;

d) appoint the SOSC who shall, in liaison with the Lead Autherity and his/her Support
Team, formulate the strategy for dealing with the incident and evaluate the need for
assistance from other Parties. The SOSC shall initiate phases IV, V and VI of the
response respectively.

IV (R ra

The request for assistance, on the basis of the SOSC's requirements and advice, shall be sent
following the activation of the Plan, by the Lead Authority to the Operational Authorities of the
other Parties in accordance with the procedure outlined in Annex B8 and taking into
consideration the previous consultations with the Operational Authorities of the other Parties.

Phase V (Jo ' sea

The main objectives of Joint Response Operations (JRO) at sea are to stop the spillage of the
poliutant from the source, to restrict its spreading and movement and to remove as much
pollutant as possible from the sea surface before it reaches the shores or other sensitive areas
of one of the Parties.

JRO at sea shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures described in the NCP of the
Lead Party. Operational Command over the JRO shall be exercised by the Lead Authority
through the SOSC. The use shall primarily be made of the national resources of the Party
concemned, which shall be supplemented as necessary by the personnel and other resources
rendered as assistance by the other Parties upon the request of the Lead Authority. The
personnel and means of the assisting Parties shall work under direct Operational Control and
Tactical Command of their respective NOSCs and their unit commanders or team leaders,

During the JRO, the ERC of the Lead Party, which has assumed the role of JERC, shall serve
as the main communication centre and the headquarters of the SOSC.,

Phase VI (Joint Response Operations on shore)
The main objectives of Joint Response Operations (JRO) on shore are to protect
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environmentally sensitive coastal areas and other vulnerable resources from the impact of the
poflutant and to remove the poliutant which has reached the shore in order to prevent
recontamination of other coastal areas.

This phase also includes the lemporary slorage, treatment and final disposal of any collected
pollutant and/or contaminated beach material.

The principles of command outlined under Phase V shall also apply for the entire duration of
Phase V.

In order to increase the effectiveness of JRO on shore, JERC may be transferred, at discretion
of the Lead Authority, to adequate altemative premises closer to the site of operations (cf.
Article 3.3). In such cases, the Lead Authority shall duly inform the Operational Authorities of
the assisting Parties of the move,

4.2  SPILL SURVEILLANCE AND FORECASTING

Surveillance

For the surveillance of oil slick movement and behaviour, pricrity shall be given to aerial
surveillance, although any other suitable means (ships, boats) might also be used if aircraft
are nol immediately available.

The surveillance of the slick and its movement, and the transmission of relevant reports to the
other Parties, prior to the activation of the Plan, is the responsibility of the Party in whose area
of responsibility or area of interest the pollution incident has occurred. Following the activation
of the Plan, this responsibility rests with the SOSC, who shall take all necessary measures to
ensure regular surveillance of the slick and its movement and behaviour, in order to properly
assess the situation and to decide on adequate response measures. For this purpose, the
S05C may request assistance from the other Parties.

Information concerning aircraft suitable for ol spill surveillance (including technical
characteristics and specialized equipment), to which each Party has access, is given in Annex
4,

Reporting procedures, which shall be followed for the purpese of the Plan by the
observers/pilots/crews of surveillance aircraft, are given in Annex 6.

Forecasting
The Parties undertake to use a suitable il shick forecasting model in order to:

- forecast the movement / transport of the oil slick;

- predict the fate, behaviour and effects of weathering on the il released in an incident;

- predict dispersion of spilled oil;

= assass the risk posed by the release of oil;

- assess the effectiveness of envisaged spill response operations and facilitale defining
spill response strategy,
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- assess the impact of specific oil spill scenanos;
- assimilate information obtained by (aerial) spill surveillance

The Operational Authorities of the Parties shall jointly decide on the slick forecasting model
they deem most suitable for use in the area covered by the Plan.

However, the Parties may decide to use different forecasting models if these are already
operational in their relevant national institutions.

The selected model(s) shall also be used during (joint) training activilies and exercises
organized within the framework of the Plan.

Information on the characteristics of the selecled forecasting model or models, on the required
inputs and of the procedure to access the model(s) in case of emergency is attached in Annex
7.

43 REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE PLAN

Following the activation of the Plan, the Lead Authority may request assistance from the other
Parties, in any of the cases described in Arlicle 2.4.

Assistance might be requested in the form of;

&) experts in various fields of ol pollution response;

b) trained response personnel and, in particular, strike teams;

c) specialized poliution response (combating) equipment;

d) pollution treatment products;

2) other means, including in particular, self-contained units such as ships and aircraft,

and/or any combination thereof.

The request for assistance shall be formulated in a clear and precise manner, using the
standard form defined in Annex 8. It shall contain a defalled description of the kind of
assistance required and the purpose for which personnel, equipment, products andfor other
means will be used.

The Party receiving a request for assistance shall immediately acknowledge receipt.

A Parly receiving a request for assistance shall consider it within the shortest possible delay
and endeavour to offer its assistance to the requesting Party, taking into consideration that it
should not deplete its own national resources beyond a reasonable level of preparedness.

In order to facilitate a prompt response to requests for assistance, Parties shall have part of
their national response equipment, products and other means ready for transportation, at short
notice, to the other Parties.

Any response personnel and/or means rendered as assistance within the framework of the
Plan will act under the overall Operational Command of the SOSC and the Lead Authority
however their respective NOSCs shall retain Operational Control over them.

Following a decision to render assistance, the fiaison between the Lead Parly and the
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assisting Parties shall be maintained, according to the circumstances and to the type and
importance of such assistance, in one of the ways described in Article 3.5.

Requesting additional assistance

Sheuld the Lead Authority decide, taking into consideration the development of the poliution
incident and the progress of JRO, that additional assistance (e.g. experts, cperational
personnel, equipment, products, other means) which exceeds the one originally requested is
required to effeclively face the pollution incident, it may request such assistance from the
Parties to the Plan, but also from other parties.

These other parties include inter alia:

- other Contracting Parties to the Prevention and Emergency Protocol to the Barcelona
Convention (including the EU and its relevant services, such as EMSA and ERCC);

= other countries outside the Mediterranean, which are not Contracting Parties to the
Prevention and Emergency Protocol to the Barcelona Convention;

- international organizations within the UN system (such as IMO, UNEP/OCHA, etc.);

- party responsible for the pollution incident and its liability insurer;

- specialized Tier 2 and Tier 3 spill response contractors (private sector).

The requests for such additional assistance shall be formulated following the same basic
principles as outlined above for requesting assistance under the present Plan.

In case of receiving assistance from such other sources the Lead Authority shall navertheless
retain the Operational Command and control of their deployment in JRO.

44  JOINT RESPONSE OPERATIONS

For the purpose of the Plan, Joint Response Operations (JRO) signify all pollution response
operations in which personnel, equipment, products and/or other means, of at least two
Parties to the Plan are involved.

JRO can be carried out at sea and on shore, and include specific operations described in
Article 1.2 (cf. also Arficle 4.1).

The Lead Party shall be fully in charge of JRO. The command structure of JRO is described
in Article 3.5.

Personnel, equipment and other means rendered as assistance by the other Parties within the
framework of the Plan shall execute their tasks and duties following the decisions of the
S03C, under the direct operational control of their NOSCs and the tactical command of their
respective team Leaders and unit Commanders (cf. Article 3.5). If strike teams or self-
contained units are put at the disposal of the Lead State, the assisting Party will issue
mstructions to their respective team Leaders and unit Commanders, who will then exercise
tactical command over the details of the operations.

During JRO, the SOSC shall, in addition to assuming overall Operational Command, be
specifically responsible for coordinating the actions taken by nalional means (strike teams,
vessels, aircraft) of the Lead Party with those taken by the means of the assisting Parties.
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The liaison between the assisting Party and the Lead Party during the JRO shall be
maintained, according to circumstances, either through direct contacts, through the Liaison
Officer of the assisting Party integrated in the staff of the SOSC or through NOSCs if these are
personally taking part in the operations (cf. Article 3.5).

The Lead Authority shall appoint an officer responsible for receiving the personnel, equipment,
products andfor other means from the assisting Parties and for facilitating their participation in
JRO from the moment of their arrival in the country to the moment of their departure. This
officer shall closely collaborate with the Liaison Officer of the assisting Party.

4.5 USE OF DISPERSANTS AND OTHER NON-MECHANICAL RESPONSE METHODS

Each Party shall define its policy regarding the use of dispersants in combating oil pollution
and shall describe this policy in its NCP. For this purpose, the Parties shall follow the
"Guidelines for the use of dispersants for combating oil pollution at sea in the Mediterranean
region”, adopted by the Eighth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona
Convention (UNEP (OCAYMED 1G.3/5, Appendix |, Antalya, Turkey 15 October 1993).

Each Party shall inform other Parties (cf Adicle 3.7) on its policy regarding the use of
dispersants. The information shall include a list of the dispersants approved for use in the
temitorial sea of the Party together with an indication of the zones where the use of dispersants
is allowed, restricted or prohibited, as well as any other information deemed relevant.

In case of JRO, the Parties shall observe the principle of prior authorization for the use of
dispersants. This authorization can only be given by the SOSC or by a person designated by
him/her.

In the area of responsibility of each particular Party dispersants shall always be used in
accordance with the provisions of the NCP of the Party concerned.

If not otherwise decided in direct contacts between the SOSC and NOSCs of the Parties
taking part in JRO, the same principle shall also apply in the areas of interest of the Parties.

If a Party has prohibited the use of dispersants in its temitorial sea, the other Parties
participaling in JRO shall cbserve this decision.

46 TERMINATION OF JOINT RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND DEACTIVATION OF
THE PLAN

The SOSC shall terminate JRO when, according to his/her own judgement:

a) pollution response measures have been finalized and the pollutant no longer threatens
the interests of any of the Parties; or when

b) the situation has reached a point where the response capabilities and resources of the
Lead Party are sufficient for successfully finalizing the response activities.
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After taking the decision to terminate JRO, the SOSC shall immediately inform the NOSCs of
the other Parties and their respective Operational Authorities of this decision and of the
deactivation of the Plan.

Following the deactivation of the Plan, all personnel, equipment, unused products and other
means which were involved in JRO shall return or be returned to their respective countries of
origin.

The Party who requested assistance shall take the necessary measures for the prompt
repatriation of the personnel of the assisting Parlies, although the co-ordination and
preparation of the necessary arrangements for their repatriation remains the responsibility of
their respective Operational Authorities.

The Party who requested assistance shall be responsible for retumning to the country of origin,
unless otherwise agreed, all equipment rendered as assistance and all unused treatment
products.  All equipment and other means shall be returned clean and in the best possible
working order.

The Operational Authorities of the Parties concerned may decide in direct contacts between
them that unused treatment products would remain in the country which requested the
assistance.

Self-contained units (ships, aircraft) shall return to their country of origin using their own power.
The Party who requested assistance is responsible for facilitating the formalities related to
leaving its territory / temitorial sea / airspace, for all units rendered as assistance.
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5. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

51 COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

The Parties shall establish and maintain an efficient communication system, operational 24
hours a day, 7 days a week (24/7) which shall serve for:

a}rmiﬁngmpnmmmlulhnhﬁdmwwmmmmmmm
Operational Authorities and to other interested parties within the country;

b) activation of the Plan, requesting assistance and the exchange of operational
messages during JRO;

The system shall comprise national ERCs together with the national Contact Poids for
receiving reports on pollution incidents if these are different from the ERCs.

Elements of this communication system, including email addresses, fixed and mobile
telephone, fax and telex numbers and the allocated radio frequencies and channels of each
Party, are given in Annex 5.

52  POLLUTION REPORTING SYSTEM (POLREP)

For the exchange of information conceming pollution incidents, the Parties shall use the
pollution reporting system (POLREP) which has been agreed for use within the framework of
the Emergency Protocol to the Barcelona Convention. The POLREP is divided into three
parts:

Part | (PFOLWARN) - is an initial notice (a first information or a waming) of a pollution
incident.

Part Il (POLINF) - is a detailed supplementary report to Part |,

Fart Il (FOLFAC) - is used for requesting assistance from other Parties and for

defining operational matters related to this assistance. -
A detailed description of the contents of all three Parts of the POLREP is given in Annex 7.

In situations where the type and extent of the required assistance have not yet been
determined, the Party who takes the decision to activate the Plan shall utilize line 53 of the
POLINF part of the POLREP message (cf. Annex 7) to inform the other Parties that the Plan
has been activated.

For requesting assistance, the Parties shall follow the procedure described in Article 4.3 and in
Annex B,

Situation reports (SITREPs)

During the entire period between the activation of the Plan and its deactivation the Lead Party
shall keep the other Parties regularly informed on:
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a) the development of the situation regarding the poliution incident;
b) the actions taken to combat poliution;

c) the progress of JRO,

d) any decisions conceming future response activities;

e) all other relevant information including, in paricular, information conceming
environmental impact, effects on marine and coastal resources and economic
consequences of the pollution incident.

Such information shall be transmitted by the SOSC to the Operational Authorities of the
Parties either in the form of POLINF (cf. Annex 7) or as a text, in the form of a specific
situation report (SITREP).

The Lead Authority shall endeavour to transmit situation reports at least once a day.
Before disseminalion, each report shall be verified by the SOSC.

If poliution combating operations continue at the national level after the deactivation of the
Plan, the Party affecled by the incident shall continue to inform of the situation the other
Parties and REMPEC, until the final termination of all pollution response operations.

It is the responsibility of the Operational Authority of each Party to ensure that the situation
reports are transmitted to all interested parties within its respective country.

53  POSTINCIDENT REPORTS

Foliowing the termination of poliution response operations taken al both national level and
within the framework of the Plan, the NOSC and/or SOSC respectively shall prepare the final
report, which shall include:

a) a description of the pollution incident and of the development of the situation;

b) a description of the response measures faken;

c) adescription of the assistance rendered by the other Parties;

d} an assessment of the complete response operation;

&) an assessment of the assistance rendered by the other Parties;

f) an estimate of the environmental and economic damage caused by the incident;

g) a description and analysis of the problems encountered in responding to the poliution
incident;

h) recommendations regarding the possible improvement of the existing arrangements
and, in particular, of the provisions of the Plan.

Copies of the post-incident reports shall be sent to all Parties and to REMPEC.

The reports shall be analysed at the national level by their respective NOSCs and the
members of his/her Support Team, who shall prepare recommendations conceming
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amendments and improvements of the Plan, and if necessary, of their NCPs (cf. Article 3.4).

Questions of common interest might be proposed for discussion during the regular annual
Meetings of the Parties (cf. Article 2.5).

54 REPORTS TO AND COMMUNICATION WITH REMPEC
The Parties shall send to REMPEC:

a) all POLREPS (including, in particular, informalion conceming the aclivation and
deactivation of the Plan and all requests for assistance):

b) all situation reports (SITREPS) which might be prepared;
c) all post-incident reports.

If so requested, REMPEC may use the information provided by the SOSC and the Lead
Autherity for informing other Contracting Parties to the Prevention and Emergency Protocol, as
well as international organizations and specialized institutions with which it maintains contact.
This refers in particular to the situation reports (SITREP) which REMPEC may receive from
the Lead Authority or the SOSC.

In case of activation of the Plan, the Lead Authority shall maintain permanent contact with
REMPEC.

Information concemning communications with REMPEC is given in Annex 2, and shall be
regularly updated on the basis of the information contained on the Cenire's website

The Parties shall inform REMPEC of any medifications in the Plan or its Annexes, as soon as
these are made.,
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6. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

61 LOGISTICS

The Lead Authority shall be responsible for providing all the logistic support necessary for
conducting JRO,

The Lead Authority shall, in particular:

a) make the necessary arangements for accommodation and transportation, within the
country, of all assisting perscnnel;

b} take the necessary measures to provide the following facilities for equipment and other
means received from the assisting Parties:
- safe storage space or parking places, as appropriate, including
cranes, fork-lifts and cther handling equipment, as necessary;
- fuel, lubricants and basic repair and maintenance facilities.

c) establish a proper system to manage the health and safety of personnel sent to
assist the affected country

As regards the stay in the territory of the Lead Party, of vessels and aircraft rendered as
assislance by other Parties, the Lead Authority shall take the necessary measures to ensure
assistance to the crews at airports and in porls, as appropriate, and to provide security
services for ships, aircraft and related equipment, while these are in ports or at airports of the
Lead Party.

6.2  FINANCING

In requesting and rendering assistance, the Parlies shall observe the following
recommendations adopted by the Seventh Ordinary Meeting of the Conlracting Parties to the
Barcelona Convention (UNEP{OCA) MED.IG 2/4):

The Parties involved in actions of mutual assistance should not by their practice
concaming the reimbursermnent of costs of assistance be in contradiction with the
"polluter pays® principle, according to which the polluter bears the costs of
prevention and pollution response, taken by the public authorities.

- The principle which should be applied in case of State to State assistance,
unless a bilaleral agreement exists including financial arrangements covering this
question, is that of reimbursement of costs of assistance provided by a State at the
reques! of another State. If measures are laken by a Parly on its own initiative, this
Party bears the cost of these measures.

- However, when the whole or part of the expenses cannot be recovered under
existing international legal regimes [...], the Parly requesting assistance may ask
the Party prowviding assistance to waive the reimbursement of non-recoverable
expenses. It may also request for the postponement of reimbursement.”

In the light of these recommendations, the Parties agree o act according to the following
principles concerning financial matters related to mutual assistance:
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a)

b)

c)

The Parties shall inform each other in advance on the wages of personnel, the rental
rates for equipment and other means and the cost of treatment products which might
be rendered as assistance. The Parties shall agree upon the rates, including the terms
of payment, and shall discuss all relevant questions during the regular annual meetings
of the Operational Authorities (cf. Article 2.5). This information shall be included in
Annex 4,

if the Party who requested assistance decides to withdraw the request for whatever
reason, it shall nevertheless reimburse the assisting Party for all the expenses incurred
up to the moment when the request was withdrawn or when the personnel and
equipment returned to their country of origin, as appropriate.

The Parties shall resolve all questions related to financial matters after the termination
of joint operations.

In case of JRO, the Party who requested assistance shall directly cover the following expenses
related to the stay in its territory of personnel, equipment and means (including vessels and
aircraft) of the assisting Party:

a)

b)
c)
d)

a)

f

)

h)

board and lodging and/or daily subsistence allowance, as appropriate, of all response
personnel other than the crews of ships;

any port dues for vessels and ships rendered as assistance:
any airport dues for aircraft rendered as assistance;

necessary fuel for all equipment and means including, in particular, vessels and
aircraft, engaged in JRO;

medical services provided to injured and ill personnel of the assisting Party;

costs related to repatriation of any response personnel who died or who were injured or
taken ill during JRO;

immediate maintenance costs for any piece of equipment, vessal and aircraft engaged
in JRO;

repair costs for any piece of equipment, vessel or aircraft damaged in its territory
during and due to JRO, if such repair needs to be made prior to retuming to the
country of origin of such equipment and means;

costs of communications related to JRO that have been incurred by the personnel of
the assisting Party in the territory of the Lead Party.

The assisting Party shall directly cover the following expenses related to the sending to the
country who requested the assistance of its personnel, equipment, products or other means
including, in particular, vessels and aircraft;

a)
b)

c)

d)

mobilization of personnel, equipment, products or other means:

costs of transport of personnel, equipment and products, to and from the country
where JRO are taking place;

fuel for self-contained units (vessels, aircraf) which shall travel to the site of JRO using
fts own power;

coste of communications related to JRO that are originating from the territory of the
assisting Party;

insurance of the personnel of the strike team;
medical services rendered, following their return to their country of origin, to response
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personnel who were injured or taken ill during JRO,

g) maintenance and repair costs for equipment and means engaged in JRO which were
incurred after the return of such equipment and maans to the country of origin.

Following the termination of JRO and the retum of all personnel, equipment and other means
which were engaged in JRO, each assisting Parly shall prepare a detailed invoice including
the costs of assistance rendered to the Lead Party and cther expenses related to this
assistance, The following items shall be included in the invoice:

a) wages of personnel engaged in JRO, caiculated on the basis of the price list given in
Annex 4 and the daily work logs approved by the SOSC or another responsible officer
of the Lead Party;

by costs of rental of equipment and means calculated on the basis of the prica list given in
Annex 4 and the daily work logs approved by the SOSC or another responsible officer
of the Lead Party;

c) cost of treatment products used dunng JRO calculated on the basis of the price st
given in Annex 4 and the daily work logs approved by the SOSC or another
responsible officer of the Lead Party;

d) all expenses incurred by the assisting Party as listed above;
&) costs for replacement of equipment damaged beyond repair during JRO.

Upon receipt of such an invoice, the Party who had requested assislance in accordance with
Annex B shall directly reimburse the expenses incurred by the assisting Parties in relation to
the poliution response measures underiaken by these Parties following the activation of the
Plan. It shall subsequently include such inwoices in its own claim for reimbursement of
pollution response related costs, submitied to the party liable for the pollution incident, its
insurers or an intemational system for compensation of pollution damages, as appropriate.

6.3 CUSTOMS, IMMIGRATION, OVER-FLIGHT AND NAVIGATIONAL PROCEDURES

In order to facilitate the movement of response personnel, equipment and other means
including self-contained units such as ships and aircraft, to the place where the assistance is
required, the Parties shall follow the "Guidelines for Co-operation in Combating Marine Oil
Pollution in the Mediterranean™ adopled by the Fifth Ordinary Meeting of the mnh'adm
Parties to the Barcelona Convention in Athens on 11 Seplember 1987 [UHEF'HG 74/5), and
particular the following paragraphs.

" The requesting Party will: (...)

- make arrangements for the rapid entry of equipment, products and personnel
prior to their amrival and ensure that customs formalities are facilitated to the
maximum extent. Equipment should be admitted on a temporary basis and
products should be admitted free of excise and duties”.

- ensure that, should ships and aircraft be provided, ships are granted all
necessary authorizations and aircraft cleared to fly in the national air space. A flight
plan or a flight notification will be filled and accepted as an authorization for aircraft
to take off, land ashore or at sea outside regular customs airfields.”

With regard to temporary importation and stores for ships and aircraft respectively, the
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abovementioned principles shall apply without prejudice of European Union and national
customs regulations.

When approaching the territorial sea and/or airspace of the requesting Party all ships and/or
aircraft rendered as assistance within the framework of the Plan shall striclly observe any
specific national procedures required by that Party.

| n and cu lities

Each Party shall endeavour to make, at the national level, spacial arrangements applicable in
emergency situations, conceming provisions for the rapid granting of entry visas and work
permits for personnel, as well as permits necessary for the transit or lemporary importation of
the requested equipment and matenal.

Details of such arrangements shall be included in the National Contingency Plan of each Party
and reproduced in Annex 3 to the Plan. This refers, in particular, to information which the
assisting Party should provide to the appropriate national Authorities of the requesting Parly in
order fo facilitate the implementation of these special arrangements.

The Parties shall designate competent Customs Authorities, responsible for the prompt
clearing of customs formaiities related to the transboundary movement of response personnel
and means in case of activation of the Plan. The Parties shall keep each other permanently
informed on such Customs Authorities, and this information, also comprising postal and email
addresses and telephone, telex and fax numbers, shall be included in Annex 1.

Prior to sending assistance to a Party who so requests, the competent Customs Authority of
the assisting Party shall establish direct contact with the competent Customs Authority of the
requesting Party, in order to obtain the necessary clearance for the entry of equipment,
products and other means into the country.

Overflight procedures

Within the framework of the Plan and upon a specific request of the Lead Party, aircraft of the
other Parties might be allowed to enter and operate in the airspace of the Lead Party for one
of the following purposes:

- search and rescue;

- surveillance flights;

- transportation of response personnel, equipment and products;
- spraying of dispersants or other treatment products;

A flight plan shall be submitted for all flights lo the appropriate ATS Units responsible for the
airspace to be flown, either en roufe or over the areas of response operations.

Each Party shall make, in advance, the necessary arrangements concemning the rapid granting
of permits and clearances for civilian aircraft (fixed wing or helicopters) of the other Parties
who might be requested to take part in response operations within its airspace. Similar
arrangements shall be made for the use of airport facilities by civilian fixed wing aircraft and
helicopters engaged in JRO.

Overflight for the above mentioned purposes, of the national territory or territorial waters of one
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Wi rocedu

Within the framework of the Plan and upon the request of the Lead Party, vessels of the other
Farties might enter and operate in the territorial waters of the Lead Party for one of the
following purposes:

- search and rescue (SAR) operations:

- salvage operations;

= pollution response operations, including containment and recovery of spilled products,
spraying of dispersants or other treatment products, storage and transportation of
recovered poliutant;

- ftransportation of response personnel, equipment and products:

= any other voyage related to pollution response operations.

Each Party shall make, in advance, the necessary arrangements concerning the rapid granting
of permits and clearances for the navigation of civilian vessels (ships, including boats and
specialized anti-pollution vessels) of the other Parties who might be requested to take part in
response operations within its intemnal and temitorial waters. Similar arrangements shall be
made for the use of port facilities by civilian vessels engaged in JRO.

Navigation, for the above mentioned purposes, in the internal or territorial waters of one of the
Parties by naval vessels of the other Parties shall be decided on a case-by-case basis by the
Parties concermned.

In all cases, the provisions of the International Convention on Facilitation of International
Maritime Traffic, as amended, shall be taken into account by the Parties concerned.

6.4  HEALTH AND SAFETY

The highest priority during a marine oil pollution incident shall be assigned to ensuring that
the risk to human life, health and safety is minimized as much as reasonably practical
Ensuring good health and safety standards shall take precedence over all other actions.

The Parties to the Plan shall ensure that health and safety issues are adequately addressed in
their respective National Contingency Plans.

Each Operational Authority shall provide its response personnel with appropriate training
and briefings with a view to ensuring that they are aware of the risks associated with oil spill
response operations and how to avoid them.

The Lead Authority shall ensure that the safety of response personnel and of general public
during JRO and any other response related activities or spill response exercises is given the
highest priority in accordance with the provisions of its NCP,

Health Officer

Each Operational Authority shall appoint a Health and Safety Officer {HSO) responsible for
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supervising measures for ensuring that the stipulated health and safety standards are duly
observed during response operations and/or spill response field exercises.

HSO shall in particutar:

a) conduct an initial site assessment focusing on hazard identification, risk assessment,
selection of responders, provision of specialized equipment and PPE, assessment of
training needs conceming health and safety standards, and identification of
decontamination areas;

b) appoint properly trained and experienced personnel for supervising spill site safety
during response operations;

¢} develop and implement a Sie Safety and Health Plan (SSHP) jointly with the
competent health and safety professionals;

d) control the safely and health implications of the proposed response activities or
those already in progress;

e) participate in planning meetings in order to identify health and safety concerns;

f) comect any observed unsafe practices or conditions through the standard line of
authority and, as necessary, directly exercise emergency authority with a view to
preventing or stopping unsafe practices;

g) investigate any accidents or exposures occurring during spill response operations;
h) establish firsl-aid stations and medical facilities in accordance with the SSHP.,

The HSO shall have the same responsibilities during spill response exercises planned or
conducted within the framework of the Plan.

The HSO shall act under the authority of its Parly’s NOSC or SOSC when hisher Party
azsumes the lead role,

Medical insurance

Each Party shall take the necessary measures to insure against death, iliness and injury, its
personnel who might participate in JRO, Joint Exercises and Joint Training activities.

The Lead Party shall endeavour to offer the best possible initial medical care and services to
any person from any Party who is injured or taken ill during his‘her participation in JRO,

The Lead Party shall facilitate the repatriation of assisting personnel who are injured or taken
ill during JRO,

The costs of hospitalization and medical assistance rendered within the Lead State to injured
or il personnel of the assisting Party shall be borne by the Lead Party. The Lead Party might
decide to claim the reimbursement of all such costs from the party responsible for the pollution
incident, fts insurer or an intemnational system for compensation of poliution damages, as
appropriate.

Responsibility for injury and dama

If the sirike teams called upon to assist in the response operations cause at the site of
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operations any damages to third parties, and these damages are related to the response
operations, such damages shall be the responsibility of the Party who had requested
assistance, except in cases of ill intent, grave fault or gross negligence.

The IOPC Funds accept claims for costs of repairs to roads, piers and embankments
damaged by heavy vehicles, such as trucks and earth-moving equipment, involved in clean-up
operations,

6.5 DOCUMENTATION OF RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND RELATED COSTS

The S0SC shall take the necessary measures to ensure that detalled records of all actions
taken in order to respond to a pollution incident, within the framework of the Plan, are
accurately kept by the Lead Party and by the assisting Parties participating in JRO. For this
purpnsa.Tu':e S0OSC might include a record keeping officer / financial controller in hisiher
Support Team.

As a minimum, the following records shall be regularly kept:

a) Description of the situation, decisions taken and response measures implementad;
b) Daily work log, giving details of:

- operations in progress (place, time, purpose);

- equipment and other means in use (place, time, purpese);

- personnel employed (number, time);

= response products and any other material consumed (type, quantity, purpose).
¢} Records of all expenditure made in relation to the poliution response operations.

Following the termination of the response operations, these records shall be made available to
the national Authority responsible for the submission of claims for compensation.

6.6  REVISION OF THE PLAN

Revision of the Plan refers to amending or altering the text of the Plan including its Annexes,
except: %

a) updating the information concerning names, titles and contact details {including
postal addresses, telephone, fax and telex numbers, radio channels and
frequencies, working hours) appearing in Annexes 1, 2 and 5:

b) updating the information on the NCPs appearing in Annex 3; and

¢) updating the information on response resources appearing in Annex 4.
Competent national Governmental Authorities designated in Article 2.2.a) are inter alia

responsible for revising the Plan and its Annexes except those indicated in the first
paragraph above.
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Revision of the Plan and Annexes 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 shall be done through correspondence
between the competent national Governmental Authorities.

Prior to any revision of the Plan or its Annexes 6-10 the national Governmental Authorities
shall consult their respective national Operational Authorities defined in Article 2.2.b) and
listed in Annex 1.

The text of the Plan and Annexes 6-10 may be revised by mutual written agreement of the
three Parties, which may also be concluded al a meeting of the national Operational
Authorities provided for in paragraph 2.5, after consultations with the Governmental
Authorities, and reflected in the signed records of such meeting.

Any Party which would like to propose a revision of the Plan or a part thereof shall submit its
proposal in writing to the other Parties.

Any revision of the Plan and Annexes 6-10 shall be subject to approval or ratification by
each Party, in accordance with its relevant national procedure. These shall enter into force
thirty days after the date of the deposit with the Depositary of the third instrument of
approval or ratification of the revised Plan, including its Annexes 6-10, or a letter of
notification to the Depositary informing that the relevant internal procedures have been
accomplished.

Parties shall inform REMPEC of any revisions of the Plan, not later than 10 days after such
revision was made. The Depositary shall inform REMPEC that the revision has entered into
force not later than 10 days after the date of the deposit of the third such instrument of
approval or ratification.

The updating of information concerning their respective country, contained in Annexes 1, 2,
3, 4 and 5 respectively, is the responsibllity of the competent national Operational Authority
of each Party, who shall immediately circulate any such update(s) to the other Parties and to
REMPEC. Such updates shall not require approval or ratification by the Parties in
accordance with their relevant national procedures.

Each Party shall be sclely responsible for the accuracy of information concerning this Party,
which appear in Annexes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 respectively.
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